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whom the tree is therefore sacred. Ocimum, or sweet basil,
is the well-known Toolsee, dedicated to Vishnu and much
worshipped in Bengal. The fragrant flowers of a handsome
tree, Miclielia ckampaca, highly venerated and planted near
temples, are often referred to in native poetry. The leaves
and fruit of the Bael tree, or wood-apple, are offered to Siva.
Sandal wood is largely used in religious ceremonies. The
cratceva, ixora, oleander, hibiscus, and others are also planted
near temples, and offered in worship to the gods.

One of the most celebrated, as it certainly is one of the
most beautiful plants in India, is the sacred Lotus, or rose-
coloured water-lily. It is associated with much of its
mythology, and furnishes many of the finest allusions and
figures in Indian poetry. The sensitive plant (Mimosa jpudica)
is one of the commonest and most troublesome weeds in the
country. It spreads with singular rapidity in gardens and
fields, and one's footsteps may be traced for some time by
the shrinking of this little plant. Another little plant, whose
leaves possess a similar power, is Oxalis sensttiva.

The mineral products of Travancore are few, and do not
require lengthened notice. A more careful and intelligent
search may yet, however, disclose the existence of minerals
of some value. The Western Ghauts being granitic, abun-
dance of granite, gneiss, syenite, and other formations of this
series are readily procurable and extensively used as a
durable building stone for the erection of temples and other
structures, and in carved images and ornaments. In con-
nection with the granite, mica (used in ornamenting fans and
other articles) occurs in thin laminated flakes; and from the
disintegration of the granite, fine porcelain clays are pro-
duced, some of which are found in a very pure state. The
manufacture of porcelain might therefore be established with
advantage.

A peculiar indurated iron clay called "laterite," or brick-